
The Service for the Lord’s Day
Third Sunday of Advent

December 16, 2018
8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Greeting    Kirsten Homdrom
One: The joy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.                       
All:  And also with you.
One: Let us prepare for worship.

Preparation for Worship
Almighty God, you send your Son into a world where the wheat must be winnowed from chaff and wickedness clings even to what is good. Let the 
fire of your Spirit purge us of greed and deceit, so that, purified, we may find our peace in you and you may delight in us. We ask this through him 
whose coming is certain, whose day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Prelude 
(8:15 & 9:30)  Love Came Down At Christmas                             arr. Cynthia Dobrinski (b. 1950)

WMPC Handbell Choir; Lindsey Tomlinson, flute
(11:00) Savior of the Nations, Come                                         J.S. Bach, trans. Wilhelm Kempff

See Hymn 102.

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                                                 Jim Ferry 
 Children through fifth grade will be invited forward for the lighting of the Advent Wreath, after which they may return to their seats.  

Please pass the Friendship Register to your neighbor, include all requested information.

Call to Worship and Advent Wreath Lighting (all singing)   
                                                  Star-Child, verses 2 & 3; text: Shirley Erena Murray; music: Carlton Young

One:  Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  
All:   Rejoice and exault with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
One  The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
All:  the Lord will renew you in love.        Zephaniah 3:14, 17

    [lighting of Advent candles]                                                                                                                                                                               

continued . . .



One: Let us pray
   All:  Almighty God, you have made us and all things to serve and honor you.

Lift our voices to sing your praises, rejoicing always.
We give you thanks, O Lord, and call on your name,
as we seek to live in peace and love.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.                                                                                            BCW p.178, adapt.        

*Hymn 106 - Prepare the Way, O Zion                                            BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
God of glory, we confess that we have not recognized you in our midst nor listened to your voice.  Our fears make us 
defensive instead of loving.  We have doubted what we cannot explain. Without you, we have become tiny islands of 
self-concern. You have offered us light, yet we have chosen to live in the shadows.  Forgive us we pray, and come and 
reestablish your rule in a waiting world.  Come to reign among us and find a dwelling place in every heart.  Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Passing of the Peace

*Response Hymn 137                                                                                                                 HE CAME DOWN
He came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

Sing twice.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Old Testament Lesson - Zephaniah 3:14-20                                                                                   pew Bible, p. 826

Anthem 
(8:15 & 9:30) Carol of the Bells                                                  arr. Cathy Moklebust (b. 1958)

(11:00) Ding Dong! Merrily on High                        arr. Charles Wood (1866-1926)
Ding dong! Merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing: Ding dong! Verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, and io, io, io, by priest and people sungen. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Pray 
you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; may you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

New Testament Lesson - Luke 3:7-18                                                                                                                pew Bible, p. 56

(11:00) Worship Enrichment for the Younger Church                                                                                                     
Following the New Testament Lesson, four-year-olds through second graders will meet Liisa Ogburn at the door near the baptismal font, 

to be joined by Aidan, Livia & Sarah Colvin from the OnPoint service for Worship Enrichment in L201.

Sermon - Tips for Avoiding Membership in the Brood of Vipers                                                             Christopher Edmonston

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*Hymn 357 - The Days Are Surely Coming                                                                                                           LLANGLOFFAN

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                               Cate Church Norman
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                                                                                                  

Offertory Anthem - Rejoice, Rejoice Believers                                                            K. Lee Scott (b. 1950)
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. The Bridegroom is arising and soon is 
drawing nigh. Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the Bridegroom near; go forth as 
he approaches with alleluias clear. The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. Arise, O heirs of glory; the Bridegroom is at hand. The 
saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore, shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. Around the throne of glory the Lamb 
they shall behold; in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; arise, O Sun so longed for, 
o’er this benighted sphere. With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see the day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free! Rejoice!

*Offertory Response Hymn 113 - verse 3 and refrain                                             GLORIA
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                           from a Brief Declaration of Faith
Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle.
The people of God have often misused God’s promises
     as excuses for doing nothing about present evils.
But in Christ the new world has already broken in
     and the old can no longer be tolerated.
We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom.
But hope plunges us into the struggle
     for victories over evil that are possible now
     in the world, the church, and our individual lives.
Hope gives us courage and energy
     to contend against all opposition,
     however invincible it may seem,
     for the new world and the new humanity
     that are surely coming.

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn 105 - People, Look East                                                                                                    BESANÇON

*Charge and Benediction
The congregation is invited to be seated for the Postlude during the season of Advent.

Postlude - Toccata on VENI EMMANUEL                                            Andrew Carter (b. 1939)

Chiming of the Trinity
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                             ***

Angels We Have Heard on High (as used in the Offertory Response Hymn) is an invitation carol from Christians to others to come 
celebrate Christ’s birth with them. Every version stems from the same source and is inspired by Luke 2:6-20. This hymn was published 
in North America in Nouveau recueil de cantiques (New Hymnal) for the Diocese of Quebec in 1819. The original hymn appeared in 
French – Les anges dans nos campagnes – as a traditional French carol that originated as early as the 18th century. The English translation 
was done by James Chadwick (1813-1882), Roman Catholic Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle.

Lighting the Advent wreath today are:  8:15 - Chancel Choir Members:  Nancy Sumner, Bill Preston, and Nancy Honeycutt;
9:30 - Anna Vaughn & Hatcher Kincheloe, Mary & Nelson Freeman, children Eliza  & Worth; 11:00 - Confirmation Class Members:  
Lucy Brimberry, Mimi Kirkland, Manning Lasso, Ethan Perry & Robert Walker.
Greeters: 9:30 - Carol Vassey, Ashlyn Whitford, Cal Cunningham, Heather Garrabrant; 11:00 - Elizabeth Zimmerman, Meg Groves.
Ushers: 8:15 - Betsy Reade Creech, Roy Teel, Ann White, Mary Ward Boerner, Bill Fairfax, Susan Fairfax; 9:30 - Reed Fountain, 
Toni Hutto, William Kimbrell, Linda Mahan, Ned Mangum, Robin Mangum; 11:00 - Stan Lambeth, Rob McMillen, Kerri McMillen, 
Garrison Miller, Kelly Miller, Barry Millward.
Service Assistants: 8:15 - Amelia Mehr; 9:30 - Elizabeth Holderness; 11:00 - Nat Moody.
Treasurer’s Assistants: Caroline McCullen, Margaret Weaver.
Shuttle Drivers: Bill Hodges, Nancy & Frank Baird.



WELCOME TO WHITE MEMORIAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PC (USA)
We are glad you are worshipping with us.
Visiting? Stop by the Welcome Table in 

Jane Bell Gathering Space for information, 
directions and a friendly greeting. 
New members are received after 

a one-day Beginnings Class. 
Visit whitememorial.org/join

or contact Elizabeth Viohl at ext. 206
for details, class dates and registration. 

THINGS TO KNOW:
- Shuttle buses run every Sunday at five-to 

ten-minute intervals, 8:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
from Carolina Place, 2626 Glenwood Avenue, 
across from Glenwood Village Shopping 
Center.

- Restrooms are located in the Luther Building
immediately behind the sanctuary/Jane Bell 
Gathering Space.

- Childcare is available for children up to four 
years old.

- Refreshments are served in Carol Copeland 
Courtyard or Pickard Hall on Sundays at 
10:30 a.m.

- The sanctuary has a loop hearing aid system 
and an FM system.

- Live-streamed services are at 
whitememorial.org. 

- Radio, WPTF 680 AM, every other Sunday at 
11:00 a.m.: next broadcast December 16.

- Bulletins left in the sanctuary following worship 
services are recycled as part of our care 
for God’s creation. WMPC is a certified Earth 
Care congregation of the PC (USA).

        
                  We are a Stephen Ministry congregation.

  

PASTORAL & PROGRAM STAFF:       
CHRISTOPHER EDMONSTON, PASTOR
ANDREW AMODEI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CYNTHIA BAGGETT, DIR. OF WEEKDAY SCHOOL 
GENEVIEVE BROOKS, DIR. OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

MINISTRY
CATE CHURCH NORMAN, ASSOC. PASTOR FOR 

PASTORAL CARE
TRACEY DANIEL, ASSOC. PASTOR FOR FAITH 

FORMATION
BROCK DOWNWARD, DIR. OF MUSIC EMERITUS
JIM FERRY, PARISH ASSOCIATE
GARY FULTON, ASSOC. PASTOR FOR 

ADMINISTRATION AND OUTREACH   
ROBERT GALLOWAY, PASTORAL RESIDENT 
KIRSTEN HOMDROM, ASSOC. DIR. OF MUSIC
KATHY HOWELL, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
GLORIA JOHNSON, ASSOC. PASTOR FOR

COMMUNITY MINISTRY AND MISSIONS
LINDA NUNNALLEE, STEPUP DIRECTOR            
CHIP POPE, ASSOC. PASTOR FOR YOUTH 

AND THEIR FAMILIES
GRIER RICHARDS, ASSOC. PASTOR FOR 

DISCIPLESHIP
RICH RICHARDS, ASSOC. DIR. OF MUSIC
ART ROSS, PASTOR EMERITUS
LYNN SPRINGFIELD, DIR. OF ELEMENTARY

MINISTRY
MARTHA STEVENSON, EDUCATOR EMERITA
AGNES VAGLIO, DIR. OF CHILDREN’S MUSIC
GWEN WHITEMAN, DIR. OF YOUNG CHILDREN’S

MINISTRY 
JEAN WILLIAMS, PARISH NURSE                                
KARL ZINSMEISTER, DIR. OF MUSIC

AFTER HOURS PASTOR ON CALL: 919-605-4593

1704 OBERLIN  RD. | RALEIGH, NC  27608 | P. 919.834.3424 | WHITEMEMORIAL.ORG

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, December 16 (Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:19-26)
             Advent III
             Worship (8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. - Sanctuary; 

11:00 a.m. - OnPoint@1704, Pickard Hall)
  8:00 a.m. - Christmas Turkey Dinner Collection (Courtyard) - ends at 11:00 a.m.
  9:00 a.m. - Christmas Share Sales (Connector)
  9:30 a.m. - Aging Well (Chapel); College Coffee Hour (Geneva Hall); 

OnPoint House Band Rehearsal (Pickard Hall); Parents of Young Teens 
Christmas Coffee Hour (C302)

10:30 a.m. - Christmas Share Sales (Connector) 
12:15 p.m. - Youth Sunday Meeting - Preachers (C200)
  4:30 p.m. - Cancer Companions Christmas Gathering (C200)                           
         

Monday, December 17 (Psalm 125; 1 Kings 18:1-18; Ephesians 6:10-17) 
  5:30 p.m. - T’ai Chi for Exercise (Pickard Hall)
  6:30 p.m. - Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph (C301)
  7:00 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous (C100)
  8:00 p.m. - Adult Basketball (Pickard Hall)
    

Tuesday, December 18 (Psalm 125; 2 Kings 2:9-22; Acts 3:17-4:4)
  7:00 a.m. - Men’s Breakfast Bible Study (Geneva Hall) 
             Women’s Breakfast & Study - Circle M (K100)
  8:30 a.m. - Yoga for Exercise (C100)
10:30 a.m. - Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph (C301)
  3:00 p.m. - Labyrinth Open for Walking (Chapel)
  5:30 p.m. - StepUp Holiday Party (Pickard Hall)

   
Wednesday, December 19 (Psalm 125; Malachi 3:16-4:6; Mark 9:9-13)

  8:00 a.m. - Clothing Closet (W100)  
  9:30 a.m. - Bible Belles (Off Premises)
11:30 a.m. - WDS Christmas Chapel Service (Sanctuary)
  4:30 p.m. - Carol Choir Rehearsal (S300); Cherub Choir (L304); 

 Joyful Noise Choir (K304)
  5:00 p.m. - Wednesdays Together Dinner (Pickard Hall)
  5:30 p.m. - Caroling (Geneva Hall); Widows of White Memorial (Geneva Hall)
  6:30 p.m. - Advent Evening Prayer (Chapel)
  7:00 p.m. - Disciples: Invitation to John Bible Study (K307); 
              OnPoint House Band Rehearsal (K100); Young Adult Bible Study (C102)
  8:00 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous (C100)

Thursday, December 20 (Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:1-11; Hebrews 1:1-4) 
  8:00 a.m. - Labryinth Open for Walking (Chapel)
  9:30 a.m. - Thursday Morning Bible Study (W400)
  5:30 p.m. - T’ai Chi for Exercise (Pickard Hall)
  7:00 p.m. - Combined Adult Choirs Rehearsal (S300)
  7:30 p.m. - Webelo Scouts

Friday, December 21 (Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:12-19; Hebrews 1:5-14)
  8:00 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous (C100)

Saturday, December 22 (Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Judges 13:2-24; John 7:40-52)  
  9:00 a.m. - Advent Wreath Lighting Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Generosity Campaign 2019 Update
As of Wednesday, December 12, we have received 694 pledges totaling $3,012,841. 
Thank you for your support of the ministry of White Memorial Presbyterian Church.

Each Sunday, we offer four opportunities for you to worship with us at White Memorial 
(8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and 11:00 a.m. OnPoint@1704 in Pickard Hall). 
While you will notice differences in music, location and worship leadership among our 
different services, what unites us in our worship is our liturgy. All services use the same 
Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, readings from Scripture and Affirmation of Faith. 
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